Do  You  Live  in  the  Lake 
Simcoe  Watershed? 

Your  actions  impact  the  health  of  the  Lake. 
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For  more  information  on  shoreline  protection, 
please  visit:  ontario.ca/lakesimcoe 

For  more  information  about  what  you  can 
do  to  protect  Lake  Simcoe,  please  visit:  The 
Lake  Simcoe  Region  Conservation  Authority 
at  lsrca.on.ca  and  Ontario  Stewardship  at 
ontariostewardship.org/lakesimcoe 
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Why  a  Natural  Shoreline 
is  Important 

Your  shoreline  affects  the  health  of  Lake  Simcoe: 

•  Natural  shorelines,  including  a  mix  of  grasses, 
trees,  shrubs,  logs  and  rocks,  prevent  erosion. 

•  Many  animals  depend  on  a  natural  shoreline  for 
food  and  shelter. 

•  Natural  shorelines  prevent  pollutants,  such  as  phos- 
phorus, from  entering  lakes,  rivers  and  streams. 


How  to  Restore  Your  Natural  Shoreline 

Create  a  natural  shoreline  buffer.  A  natural  shore- 
line buffer  is  an  area  of  vegetation  along  the 
water's  edge.  It  helps  to  prevent  shoreline  erosion 
and  pollutants  from  entering  the  lake. 

Here  are  some  helpful  tips  to  create  a  natural 
shoreline  buffer: 

•  Deep  rooted  vegetation  is  ideal  for  protecting  a 
shoreline  from  the  impacts  of  harsh  weather  and 
for  stabilizing  banks. 

•  Your  natural  shoreline  buffer  can  include  a  mix  of 

native  vegetation.  Check  with  your  local  garden 
centre  or  nursery  to  learn  about  native  plants. 

•  Your  natural  shoreline  buffer  should  extend  at 

least  three  metres  from  the  water's  edge.  The 
bigger  the  buffer,  the  better. 


What  You  Can  Do 

Protecting  our  shorelines  along  lakes,  rivers  and 
streams  is  a  key  environmental  concern.  Everyone 
can  help.  Here  are  simple  things  you  can  do  to  main- 
tain a  healthy  shoreline  and  a  healthy  lake: 

•  reduce  hard  surfaces  such  as  concrete  and  asphalt 

•  plant  a  variety  of  native  vegetation  along  ex- 
posed banks  to  prevent  the  shoreline  from  eroding 

•  restore  natural  shorelines  that  have  been  reduced 
or  damaged 

•  divert  downspouts  into  rain  barrels  to  reduce 
runoff  and  shoreline  erosion 

•  do  not  bring  in  sand  to  create  a  beach — this  can 
threaten  the  natural  habitat 

•  do  not  rake  your  yard  waste  into  the  lake,  rivers, 
streams,  wetlands  or  stormwater  gutters. 
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